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F ounded in 1994, the Continuum of Services for Adolescents Who Have Sexually Offended 
(The Continuum) grew out of a small group of clinicians in Toronto who met to discuss and 
coordinate their work with youth who sexually offend. This group shared a 

commitment to providing effective treatment to these youth in order to reduce sexual offence 
recidivism, and thereby reduce further victimization. With the move to a more formal network 
came  the  inclusion  of  a  much  wider  range  of  professional   groups   and   service providers, 
including probation, residential and day  treatment  programs,  children's  mental health centres, 
child welfare agencies, the police,  the  judiciary,  lawyers  and  Crown Attorneys. As the name 
suggests, the intention was to support and coordinate the work of this "continuum" of services 
and people  who  become  involved  with  these  youth,  from  the first  point  of  contact  to  their 
transitioning from treatment. 

Since 1994, The Continuum has endeavoured to provide leadership in their field. Our annual 
conference has provided up-to-date training on a variety of topics related to the assessment and 
treatment of youth who have sexually offended, and other clinically relevant topics such as the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act and adolescent brain development. Through a grant from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation in the late 1990s, The Continuum initiated a research project designed to 
measure the efficacy of comprehensive treatment and to inform the development of best practice 
standards. This project later became the foundation for a long-term national research project. 

For several years, beginning in the late 1990s, The Continuum's Steering Committee created a 
Legal Issues Sub-Committee to identify legislative and procedural barriers in the youth 
justice, child welfare and treatment systems. Finally, The Continuum has, throughout its 
existence, been  a  persistent   conduit  for  advocacy  for  the  treatment needs of   this 
population and the resource needs of those who share our commitment to 
reducing sexual violence. 

Still true to its origins, The Continuum continues to be a coalition of agencies 
and individuals committed to reducing sexual offence recidivism and protecting 
the  community.  We  still  receive  no  outside  funding,  so  we  depend  on our 
members to carry out and support the work of The Continuum. Our strength and dynamism 
comes from the individuals and organizations that make up The Continuum. We invite you to get 
involved and to stay in touch. 
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Michael F. Caldwell, Psy.D. is a Lecturer in Psychology at 
the University of Wisconsin – Madison and a Senior Staff 
Psychologist at the  Mendota Juvenile Treatment Center. He 
currently serves as Past President of the Wisconsin 
Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers. Dr. 
Caldwell has provided clinical treatment and risk 
assessment services for violent adolescent offenders 
including adolescent sexual offenders, and he has 
conducted research into risk assessment methods and the 
effectiveness of treatment interventions with adolescent 
offenders with callous/unemotional traits. 

He is currently a Co-Principle Investigator on NIMH grants investigating the neuroscience of 
aggression and changes in the adolescent brain associated with effective treatment. He is also a 
consultant to the Urban Institute and the MIND Research Network at the University of New Mexico. He 
has served as a consultant to the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Juvenile Justice, the 
National Academy of Sciences Sackler International Scientific Forum on Neuroscience and the Law, 
Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law at Arizona State University, and the Boyd School of Law at the 
University of Nevada – Las Vegas, among many others. He has published over 40 peer-reviewed 
articles and book chapters related to risk assessment and treatment of violent adolescent delinquents 
and adolescent sexual offenders. 

 Learning Objectives: 

• The types of violence that have declined substantially in recent decades
• The possible explanations for the decline in sexual violence committed by adolescents
• The implications of low base rates on risk assessment and treatment plan formulation
• The policy implications of low sexual recidivism rates among adolescents
• Why we should stop doing adolescent sexual recidivism risk assessment
• What to do instead  of sexual recidivism risk assessments

DECLINE IN JUVENILE SEXUAL RECIDIVISM RATES: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR ASSESSMENT AND TREATMENT

Dr. Michael F. Caldwell, Psy.D.
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. 

1. To understand evidence base supporting child sexual abuse prevention efforts.
2. To identify the needs of adolescents with a sexual interest in prepubescent children.
3. To examine challenges to help-seeking behavior that adolescents with a sexual attraction to 

4. To explore identified areas of intervention and consider the messaging and content needed to  

Learning Objectives:

Dr. Ryan T. Shields, Ph.D.

HELP WANTED: A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH TO 
THE PREVENTION OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Ryan T. Shields, Ph.D. is an assistant professor in the 
School of Criminology and Justice Studies at the University 
of Massachusetts Lowell. He is the former Associate 
Director of the Moore Center for the Prevention of Child 
Sexual Abuse at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health. 

His scholarship centers on the intersection of criminology, 
criminal justice, and public health. His recent work has 
examined policies aimed at youth who have sexually 
offended, such as juvenile transfer to adult court and sex 
offender registration and notification policies. He is also 
currently leading a project to develop an online prevention 
intervention for adolescents with a sexual interest in 
children. 

prepubescent children experience.

address this population’s needs.



   9:10 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.   
 10:30 a.m.  - 12:00 p.m.    
 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.      
 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
 2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
10:30 p.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.   
1:15 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.         
2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
2:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. 

Tuesday May 8, 2018

Monday May 7, 2018

Dr. Michael F. Caldwell
Decline in Juvenile Sexual Recidivism Rates: 
Implications for Assessment and Treatment    

Refreshment Break
Presentation Continues
Lunch On Your Own
Presentation Continues
Refreshment Break
Presentation Continues

Dr. Ryan T. Shields
Help Wanted: A Public Health Approach to the 
Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse
Refreshment Break
Presentation Continues
In-House Lunch (Included in Registration Fee) Jim Shea 
Award Presentation
Presentation Continues
Refreshment Break
Presentation Continues
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8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 9:10 a.m.         

9:10 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

Sign In and Conference Envelope Pick-Up  Opening 
Remarks



5 

Submission Deadline: Friday April 6TH, 2018 before 5:00 p.m. 

im Shea spent much of his social work career developing and delivering services for youth 
who sexually offend and for those affected by them. He was the founding Director of the 
Peel  Collaborative  Child  and  Adolescent  Sexual  Abuse  Treatment  Program,  where  he 
worked until his death in the summer of 2005. 

This award is made once a year to someone from the Continuum's membership who has made a 
significant contribution to the development and provision of services to youth who have 
sexually offended. Recipients are those who, like Jim, have contributed to our development and 
collaboration as a service community, have encouraged and supported workers, especially those 
just entering into this field of practice, and who have engaged in practice that is respectful, 
collaborative and effective. 

Each year the Continuum Committee invites members of the Continuum to nominate someone 
who meets the following criteria: 

 Nominees should have been involved in working for a significant period of time with
youth who sexually offend, their families and those affected by their offending behaviour

 Their practice should have had an impact on the youth and/or service providers in
Ontario

 Their contribution to this field of practice, in whichever role they occupy, should be
remarkable for its longevity, impact, novelty or scope

 They have practiced in a way that has fostered appropriate attention to the issues and
an appropriate regard for the youth we collectively serve

 They have yet to receive recognition for their efforts that is clearly deserved

Please forward your nominations with a brief summary outlining how your nominee meets the 
above criteria. Nominations should be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday April 6TH, 
2018. 

J 



6

NOMINATION FORM

Name of Nominee:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliated Organization(s):_______________________________________________________________ 

Credentials:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Years of Service:_______________________________________________________________________ 

How has the Nominee made a significant contribution to the development and provision of services to 

youth who have sexually offended?  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR NOMINATION! 

1) Fill out the form using Adobe Reader or Acrobat
2) Save the document with YOUR NAME and DATE
3) Click the “SUBMIT” button at the bottom of this document to email document

Submission Instructions 
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Registration Fees: 

General 
Group 
Student 

$315.00 
$265.00 per person 
$235.00

Please Note: 
* Registered Social Workers of OASW may qualify for reimbursement of conference fees.
Applications can be found at here.

Student Fee - A photocopy of current Student I.D. must accompany registration. 

Group Fees - Applicable to three (3) or more from the same Agency/Organization.  All individuals 
must register at the same time to receive the group discount. 

* If you are registering more than three (3) individuals from the same agency please fill out a second
copy of this form.

**The Contact Person (CP) for the group should be listed below if different than Primary Attendee. 

https://www.oasw.org/Public/Social_Workers_and_Social_Service_Workers_Professional_Development_Fund/SWSSWPDF.aspx
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First Attendee 

First Name: Last Name: 
Agency/Organization*: 
Apt/Suite #: Street Address: 
City: Province: 
Postal Code: Phone #(s): 
Email: Attendee Type: 
Credit Card: Mastercard  Visa Credit Card #:  Exp: mm/yy 

Security Code: If you are paying via cheque, please mail it in with this form 

Food Allergies: Vegetarian Required?: 
Contact Person (CP)** Full Name: 
CP Email: CP Phone#: 

Second Attendee (optional) 

First Name: Last Name: 
Agency/Organization: 
Apt/Suite #: Street Address: 
City: Province: 
Postal Code: Phone#(s): 
Email: Attendee Type: 
Credit Card: Mastercard  Visa Credit Card #:  Exp: mm/yy 

Security Code: If you are paying via cheque, please mail it in with this form

Food Allergies: Vegetarian Required? 

Third Attendee (optional)

First Name: Last Name: 
Agency/Organization: 
Apt/Suite #: Street Address: 
City: Province: 
Postal Code: Phone#(s): 
Email: Attendee Type: 
Credit Card: Mastercard  Visa Credit Card #:  Exp: mm/yy 

Security Code: If you are paying via cheque, please mail it in with this form

Food Allergies: Vegetarian Required? 

Cancellation Policy 
The Continuum reserves the right to cancel workshops due, but not limited to, under enrollment, 
work stoppages, instructor illness or inclement weather. If cancelled the Continuum is 
responsible for refunding only the registration fee paid less 10% service charge and is not 
responsible for any other expenses such as travel or hospitality. 

All refund requests must be made no later than April 23, 2018.

A cancellation fee of $20.00 will apply. 
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IMPORTANT!   
Participants who register online will receive an automatic PayPal registration confirmation and 
receipt via email immediately following their submission. For those who submit their registration 
by fax or mail, confirmations/receipts will be generated and emailed from Griffin Centre prior to 
the conference. Please bring this receipt with you to the conference.  

Provided Meals 
Conference registration fees include continental breakfast, mid-morning and afternoon snacks 
for both two days plus an Awards Lunch on Tuesday May 8, 2018.   

Submission Instructions 

If you are paying via credit card, choose one of the following: 

Option 1) 
A) Fill out the form using Adobe Reader or Acrobat
B) Save the document with YOUR NAME and DATE
C) Click the “SUBMIT” button at the bottom of this document to email document

Option 2) 
A) Fill out the form using Adobe Reader or Acrobat and print, or print and fill out by hand
B) Fax the document to 416.222.1321 with 'ATTN: Nicole Hart' on the cover page or on
the document

If you are paying via cheque, choose one of the following: 

Option 1) 
A) Fill out the form using Adobe Reader or Acrobat
B) Save the document with YOUR NAME and DATE
C) Click the “SUBMIT” button at the bottom of this document to email document
D) Mail the cheque(s) to the address below

Option 2) 
A) Fill out the form using Adobe Reader or Acrobat and print, or print and fill out by

hand
B) Make cheque payable to Griffin Centre and mail the form along with the cheque(s)

to:

Griffin Centre 
ATTN: Nicole Hart        
1126 Finch Avenue West, Unit 16 
Toronto, ON 
M3J  3J6
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